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1. How does the matrix reaffirm the dream-doubt put forward by Descartes in his first meditation?
According to Descartes, the dream-doubt entails lack of trust in the things people have knowledge and skills about. For instance, Descartes states that whatever he has accepted to be true throughout his life was acquired through his senses. Nonetheless, after a re-evaluation of his knowledge and skills, Descartes realized that they bring about deceit and should never be trusted if at any one point they initiated trickery to an individual’s life (Descartes, 2008). Moreover, Descartes indicates that the dream-doubt culminates in lack of trust in the things we know surely exist. For instance, he states that the dream-doubt deceives people about little things regardless of the fact that they learned them from senses. These doubts exist in activities and facts such as the physical presence of an individual in the real life. Descartes accentuates that when an individual is sleeping and dreaming they experience similar thoughts and beliefs to those of madmen who are driven by illusions (Descartes, 2008). Similarly, the Matrix reaffirms the dream-doubt through the involvement of deceit in the form of illusions that drive people towards the conviction that they awake while in the real sense they are asleep. 
2. How is it that Descartes’ dream doubt leads to the conclusion that I am essentially a thinking thing while the kind of doubt engendered by the matrix does not?
Descartes’ dream doubt brings about the conclusion that people are essentially thinking things based on the fact that the things they see while asleep are to some extent imaginary or painted images of the real life. These things could not have been formed unless the individual saw or experienced them in real life thus leading to the creation of the imaginary objects while the sleep (Descartes, 2008). Most importantly, Descartes points out that the formation of these imaginary objects is based on resemblance with actual things that exist in life. Moreover, he uses the example of painters to elaborate this point through indicating that when they wish to represent an object with utterly unfamiliar shapes, they may do so by focusing on objects they have come across in real life. Moreover, the conclusion that individuals are essentially thinking things is based on the fact that they have the ability to determine how, where and when activities occur (Descartes, 2008). Contrastingly, the matrix does not culminate in such a conclusion because it dwells on the false and fictitious assumptions which make people doubt the existence of objects in their actual form. It brings about an illusion that hinders people from determining the existence of objects in real life.    
3. In the sixth meditation, Descartes explains why the dream-doubt is not compelling. How do his reasons for this conclusion affect Neo’s chances of gaining knowledge of reality while he is still in the matrix? 
According to Descartes, the dream-doubt is not compelling due to the fact that it fails to explain the relationship pain experienced in the foot and the sensation felt in an individual’s brain. He further elaborates that reliance on the dream-doubt hinders the acquisition of knowledge of reality in that it drives people towards disregarding the occurrence of activities in the real life (Descartes, 2008). Additionally, he insists that when people feel the urge to drink water, it is the body that triggers the sensation of thirst thereby alerting the body to take the necessary action in order to restore normalcy and ensure health. On the contrary, the dream the matrix brings about an illusion that the urge to take water exists among people suffering the dropsy condition as opposed to the restoration of health and normalcy. Moreover, the matrix deceives people towards the belief that if they took water to quench their thirst and eventually attain health and normalcy, the people with dropsy would have been cured (Descartes, 2008). Therefore, the matrix hinders Neo from gaining knowledge of reality through driving them towards an illusion that deceives them from considering things in a normal manner.
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